training for trainers Bern, Switzerland

QUEER TRAINING FOR INTERSECTIONAL

EDUCATION: A SKILLSHARE ON
INTERSECTIONAL QUEER YOUTH WORK

AND NON-FORMAL EDUCATION
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Qﬂl{ , an Overview

How can we support queer youth in times of rising right-wing extremism, anti-feminist and
anti-queer backlash, war and climate crisis? Queer young people experience multiple crises at
once these days: While queerness is more visible in society, queerphobia is alive and thriving in
many forms. Especially marginalized queer young people are affected, e.g. queer youth with
disabilities, queer youth in (semi-)authoritarian states, queer refugees and migrants and queer
BIPOC youth.

It is important and crucial for queer education to be intersectional. In times of crisis, we need
to build solidarity and alliances with other social movements in order to be stronger and to empower
marginalized queer youth, e.g. with the climate movement, the anti-colonial and antiracist
movements, the feminist movement or the disability rights movement.

Queer education and queer youth work are diverse and have thrived in the past years. A
decade ago, international queer youth projects were rare and mostly operated within
cisheteronormative frameworks. In the past years, we have participated in and organised drag youth
exchanges, film workshops for queer youth and youth workers, reflection exchanges about dating or
minority stress, and many more.

What is it About?

QUTIE is a skillshare about lessons learned and ways forward. With this skillshare, we want to
share with each other tools, skills and approaches we have had towards queer youth work and
queer education. The skillshare will include sessions on:

» Group dynamics, barriers and conflicts in (international) queer youth projects:
Challenges and learnings around how to create safer and empowering spaces for and with
queer youth. We will discuss together about experience we have had with (international) queer
youth projects.

+ How to create solidarity with other social movements: We will share our experiences and
approaches to creating alliance with other social movements. We will discuss how
intersectionality can bring us forward in queer youth work.

We will also present 2 examples of educational methods which we’ve used as foundations for
intersectional queer youth work in the past:

+ Drag workshops: You will learn how to organise drag workshops as a tool to empower queer
youth. This includes make-up and movement-based workshops. We will also discuss how drag
workshops can be done in an intersectional approach. Other approaches discussed can include
monstrosity/monster drag to combat anti-trans backlash and clowning as another alternative
drag method.

+ Decolonial queer city tours: Based on the example of the Berlin city tour “Empire of Equality”,
we will discuss and create city tours around intersectional queer history. You will be able to
work
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on one in your own city and identify spots with queer/colonial intersections or other
intersections.

The rest of the seminar will be dedicated to the concept of a skillshare, in which participating
youth workers will bring their own bring workshop methods, approaches and tools that can be

shared with others in open sessions. We also include space for feedback so that methods can
be improved or modified to include intersectional perspectives.

Objectives

+ Exchange and discuss queer education tools, skills and approaches that we have tried
out in the past years

+ Reflect on and discuss group dynamics, conflicts and barriers in (international) queer
youth projects

« Bring queer youth workers together for networking and creating follow-up projects.

Outcomes

« Follow-up workshops and projects you will develop during the skillshare
« Publishing a short manual with the ten most important lessons from the training

» Gathering trainers and youth workers from around the world for a Queer Trainers
Network that is forming with this and other queer youth worker mobilities in Europe in
autumn/winter 2024/2025.
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Day Flow

Our program for the week will follow this daily schedule. Because we want to take the
needs of our participants into account, this schedule is subject to change!

8:00-9:00 Breakfast

9:00-10:30 Morning Sessions
10:30-11:00 Coffee Break
11:00-12:30 Midday Sessions
12:30-14:30 Lunch Break
14:30-16:00 Afternoon Sessions 1
16:00-16:30 Coffee Break
16:30-17:45  Afternoon Sessions 2
17:45-18:00 Reflection Groups
19:00-20:00 Dinner

20:00- Evening Activities

Week Flow

The week will proceed as follows and we will address the following themes. Like the
daily schedule, we will keep the program themes flexible to account for the needs of the
group (the arrival and departure days will remain the same).

Day 1| December 5th
Arrival - Settling in, Getting to Know One Another and the Space

Day 2 | Decmber 6th
Covering the Basics - Teambuilding and Introduction to the Theory of Intersectionality

Day 3 | December 7th
Deep Dive - Learning About the Intersections of Race, Gender and Sexual Orientation,
How to Build Solidarity and Intersectional Group Dynamics

Day 4 | December 8th
Putting into Practice - Presenting Educational Methods for Queer Intersectional
Learning

Day 5 | December 9th
Taking Stage - Method Exchange and Skillsharing

Day 6 | December 10th
Future Building - Planning Future Projects and Building Connections

Day 7 | December 11th
Departure - Cleaning and Networking Before Saying Goodbye!



About the Organisers

Critical Queer Solidarity (CQS) is a queer organization based in Berlin, Germany. We want to
create alternative, antiracist and intersectional spaces within the queer community in Berlin and
create connections and solidarity with other queer people around the world.

Instagram | Website

SCI Switzerland is part of the international network Service Civil International (SCI). SCI
Switzerland organizes volunteering and educational projects that contribute to peace in a broad
sense: to social justice, sustainable development, equality, solidarity and non-violent conflict
resolution. We are currently developing our first own postcolonial city tour of Bern.

Instagram | Website

About the Trainers

Deno Vogelaers (they/he) is a trans non-binary artist and organizer,
focusing on queer history, mental health awareness and critical thinking.
He has obtained a bachelor’s degree in Art History and a master’s degree
in Gender Studies. They wrote their thesis on monstrosity, trans rage and
the representation of marginalized bodies. Honey also co-founded the QT*
research group Hot Take in Berlin, as well as the clown party Honky Donk.

Hassandra (they/them) is an interdisciplinary drag performance artist,
DJ, MUA and event producer. They obtained a bachelor’s degree in
Theatre and Stage Acting from the Lebanese University. Hassandra is
a founding member of Critical Queer Solidarity and ADIRA Collective.

Monica Gutierrez (she/her) is a creative writer, trainer and cultural
researcher. She obtained a bachelor’s degree from Hamilton College in
History and Cinema and New Media Studies and holds a Master’s
degree in Anglophone Modernities in Literature and Culture from
Universitat Potsdam. She focuses on intersectional decolonial
practices and queer history within her research and explores the
nuances of belonging in her writing.



https://www.instagram.com/cqs.berlin/
https://cqs.berlin/
https://www.instagram.com/sciswitzerland/
https://scich.org/en/home_en/

Participant’s profile

The project has space for 25 participants. All participants selected for this project should meet the
following criteria:
+ Be 18 years old or older
« Live in one of the countries of our partner organisations: Switzerland, Germany, Armenia,
Poland, Kosovo, Morocco, Latvia.
« Be able to work in English
+ Have experience with queer youth work or activism
+ Be able to attend for the full duration of the seminar
« If somehow possible and feasible, be committed to come to the training without flying, and to travel
instead by overland route.

We explicitly encourage participants of all classes, educational backgrounds, genders, sexual
orientations, abilities and ethnic backgrounds to apply.

Logistics, financial conditions and sustainability

Simple life: The seminar will take place in a scouts center with very simple living conditions. You will
sleep in a room shared with other people. We will ask you to bring your own sleeping bag + pillow and
we will do our best to provide them for those for whom it’s not possible to bring. Showers are shared
with other people as well, we will make a shower schedule.

Money, money, money: We can cover all essential costs of the program (including food, travel costs
up to a maximum amount, visa costs, accommodation and seminar) through a grant by the Swiss
government agency Movetia. Your sending organisation might ask for a small participation fee.

Sustainable food: The food we provide will be vegan. This is not just a practical decision, but also an
ideological one: SCI believes in the values of sustainability and climate justice — and if we want to
contribute to a more peaceful planet, we need to give up on industrialized animal agriculture and its
destructive effects on our planet.

Sustainable travels: This is also why we ask you to come to this training through more sustainable
means of transport rather than flying (e.g. by train or bus), if somehow possible. We will give you more
guidance on how you can reach the venue, once you are accepted to the seminar.

How to apply?

You can apply by filling out_this application form. All those accepted will later receive a detailed
infosheet (incl. info on how to get to the venue, how to book your travels, more info about the agenda of
the project). The deadline for applying is 30 September 2024.

If you have any questions regarding the project and your application, don't hesitate to contact Monica
(monica@cgs.berlin) or Deno (honey@cgs.berlin). We are looking forward to your application quties!
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Deno, Monica, Hassandra and the SCI Switzerland team
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4E0dnnKVM_Ck6sWWeGbusveUAefKSvlpyJMYja2P3sL6j1A/viewform

